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About the Foundation
History
Mariner Sands Foundation began in 
2002 to provide financial and 
community support to our 
employees and their families. This 
was the vision of Gene Bruyette, a 
past president of the Club.

Gene was a founder of Keefe, 
Bruyette and Woods, a leading 
investment banking firm in New 
York. On 9/11, the headquarters of 
KBW, in the south tower of the 
World Trade Center, was destroyed. 
The firm lost a third of its 
employees and there was great 
uncertainty about whether it would 
ever reopen. Gene worked tirelessly 
to aid the families of the deceased 
through the formation of the KBW 
Family Fund.

At the same time, he was 
spearheading the development of 
the Mariner Sands Foundation. Our 
Foundation was formed by Gene 
and several like-minded members.  
Gene led the Foundation as 
president for nine years.  

During the first five years of 
operating, we made loans and 
grants averaging about $32,000 
yearly. In the past five years, we 
have averaged about $96,000 - a 
threefold increase in loans and 
grants. To date, the Foundation has 
provided more than $1.6 million to 
our employees and their families 
and more than $200,000 to local 
charities under our Community 
Grant Program.  

Today, the Foundation has a 
dedicated team of more than 50 
Mariner Sands residents that spend 
considerable time each year on 
making our mission successful. We 
have momentum with awareness of 
the Foundation increasing.
  
Application Process
Mariner Sands employees and their 
family members may apply for 
Foundation assistance. The 
Foundation screening committee 
members review all applications.  
Applicants are interviewed and 
their needs and circumstances are 
reviewed.  With the applicant’s 

consent, their 
employment 
status is reviewed 
with their 
supervisor.  Two 
members of the 
screening 
committee speak 
fluent Spanish 
which aids our 
efforts.

The Foundation has 
consistently met the needs of 
our employees and has never 
denied a worthy request.

Requests for Assistance
Requests for assistance run 
the spectrum.  Here’s how we 
help:
• Cover medical expenses for 

employees facing serious 
illnesses or injuries

• Fund necessary repairs to 
employees’ homes, such as 
fixing roofs, plumbing 
issues, or damage from 
natural disasters

• Provide financial support 
for legal services and 
helping employees navigate 
legal challenges.

• Immediate financial help in 
cases of unexpected crises, 
such as family emergencies 
or sudden loss of income

• Offer English as a Second 
Language for bilingual 
employees

• Provide mentorship for 
employees navigating large 
purchases, debt 
consolidation, medical care 
or using Martin County 
social service programs.

Scholarship Grants Program
Our Foundation Grant 
Program provides payment 
for registered courses and 
any required books or lab 
manuals. Their studies include 
physical therapy, nursing, 
mathematics, education, 
economics and accounting.  

Your giving means we can provide critical assistance to the 
people who serve us so well throughout the year. 



Program
Boutique Bazaar will remain open until 5 p.m.

4:45 p.m. President's Message

5:00 Raffle Drawings - Need not be present to win

5:30 Showcase Reception ends; Bar will remain 
open for members and guests who wish to 
extend their cocktail hour

Event and Reception Sponsors
($1,000 and more) 

Realtor and Homes Sponsors ($500) 

Printing and Prizes Sponsors ($300)

Stanley Ciemniecki and Martha Serola
Dennis and Lynne Dowling, Bill and Mary Alice Murphy
Steve and Alison Elwood
Larry and Georgianna Finn
John and Nancy Hurley
Craig and Sandy Lappen
David and Libby Patterson
Allen and Ebeth Peer
Jim and Vivian Rosenhauer
Andrea Saks
Mark Staral and Jennifer Chanay
Edward J. Yen

Katy Fisher, Nicklaus Vance Real Estate Group
George and Wendy Hansen
George and Claire Hribar
Lillian Keck, Illustrated Properties
Kari Lyon, Compass Realty-Andersen Lydon Group
Bill and Lindy Prager
Carl and Linda Sambus, Howard Hanna Coach Realtors
Sally Stetson, The Stetson Group, ReMax of Stuart
Steve and Lynn Tyre
Jennifer Wilson, Coldwell Banker Realty

Marty and Kathy Dorst
Don and Suzie McAllister
Tom and Barbara White



Brian Burnside
6342 SE Canterbury Lane

Patricia Spencer
6700  SE Winged Foot Drive

Joseph and Beth Castronovo
5893 SE Oakmont Place

John and Lesley Graham
5704 SE Glen Eagle Way

Bill and Dee Kreitsek
6313 SE Canterbury Lane

Brad and Susan Roche
6335 SE Oakmont Place

Ambassador Leaders
Alison Elwood
Georgianna Finn
Sandy  Lappen
Committee Members
Kathy Dorst
Claire Hribar
Mary Kelly
Lindy Prager
Collleen Roberts
Linda Sambus

Thanks to our gracious Hosts

Evelyn Buckley
Anne Casali
Dot Ciolino
Eileen Cooney
Vita DeGennaro
Kathy Dorst
Marty Dorst
Lynn Dowling
Brian Dugan
Mary Dugan

Alison Elwood
Georgiana Finn
Julie Galletti
Claire Hribar
John Hurley
Sandy Lappen
Suzie McAllister
Eileen McManus
Joan Nolan
Bill Prager

Lindy Prager
Maggie Ragosa
Colleen Roberts
Carl Sambus
Linda Sambus
Sue Sweeney
Cathy Lee Tomlinson
Peg Warren
Ray Warren
Barbara White

2025-26 Foundation Ambassadors

Showcase Committee 2025-26 Board of Directors

Watercolor impressions provided by Leslie Store Stationary

President Bill Murphy

VP, Employee  Programs John Lynch

VP,  Operations Virginia Harnisch

VP, Treasurer Ed Fanning

Don McAllister

Andrea Saks

Steve Tyre



Amahle
Unique Custom-made Handbags

Laura Brink   
www.amahledesign.com   lbrink2017@gmail.com

(949) 293-9014  
33 Holmes Dr., Greenville, SC

CMM Designs
Status Faux Statement and Costume Jewelry

Kim de Murga
www.CMMDesigns@iCloud.com

(917) 414-9607
3300 S. Ocean Blvd., Highland Beach, FL

Crafted The Store
Personalized Home, Promotion and Gift Items

Tara Bick Robinson
www.craftedthestore.com 

craftedthestore@gmail.com
(772) 486-3684

3766 SE Ocean Blvd., Stuart, FL

Devon-Halsey
Fine Sports Apparel

Dara Tomanovich
www.Devonhalsey.com

ENVY of Palm Beach
Palm Beach-inspired Women’s

Apparel and Accessories
Mary Bruce

www.Envyofpalmbeach.com
(661) 744-9700   

376 Tequesta Drive, Tequesta, FL

Jennifer Tyler 
Cashmere – Knitwear

Jennifer Tyler
www.Jennifer-t.com

(772) 675-2114
11950 SE Dixie Hwy., Hobe Sound

Juno Shoe Girl
Sandals  – Resort wear – Accessories

Nina Gelardi
www.junoshoegirl.com

(772) 675-4877
Hobe Sound, FL

Leslie
Custom Invitations and Stationery

Leslie
www.lesliethestore.com  info@lesliethestore.com

(772) 245-8634
8878 SE Bridge Road, Hobe Sound, FL

Posh Pineapple
Elegant Gifts and Home Decor

Nina Gelardi
www.poshpineapplebyjuno.com  

(772) 932-7150
11760 SE Dixie Hwy., Hobe Sound, FL

Salt and Creek
Luxury Goods

Gabby O’Neill, Jennifer Arteaga, Emma Kealey   
www.saltandcreek.com  shop@saltandcreek.com

(561) 589-8137
354 S Cypress Drive #111, Tequesta, FL

2026 Boutique Bazaar Vendors

Thank you for your generous support of the Mariner Sands 
Foundation. See you next year!



2026 Showcase Volunteers

Ticket Sales Mary Duffy

Alison Elwood

Laurie Jessop

Sandy Lappen

Linda Norton

Reception Mary Kelly 
Colleen Roberts

Sign-In Desk Jennifer Chanay
Vita Degennarro
Kathy Dorst
Mary Dugan 
Eileen McMannus
Ebeth Peer
Susan Wardle

Raffle Prizes and 
Ticket Sales

Evelyn Buckley
Dot Ciolino
Suzie McAllister
Mary Alice Murphy
Cathy Lee Tomlinson

Traffic and Safety Marty Dorst
Larry Finn
Jack Kornfeind
Craig Lappen
Bill Murphy
Tom Pohmer
Bill Prager
Carl Sambus

Raffle Desk Eileen Cooney
Laurie Jessop
Mary Alice Murphy
Sue Sweeney
Barbara White 

Showcase Home 
Hostesses

Mary Jane Cassaro
Kathy Dorst
Claire Hribar
Lilian Keck
Brandon Keck
Mary Kelly 
Joan Nolan
Lindy Prager
Colleen Roberts

Boutique Bazaar Claire Hribar
Mary Kelly 
Sandy Lappen
Coleen Roberts
Linda Sambus 

Photography Suzie McAllister
Maggie Ragosa

Publicity and 
Graphic Design

Lynne Dowling
Mianne Nelson

Special Thanks to...
Brian Falasco and his staff, Mariner Sands 
Security, our Vendors (see other side), and 

Realtor Gift and Raffle donors, our Showcase 
homes' neighbors and YOU! 


